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assaycrs of gold, cloth-merchants, dealers in perfumes, grass cutters,
hewers of wood, hired servants, people who Jive by gathering flowers
and fruits and roots in the woods, hawkers of boiled riee, sellers of
cakes, fishmongers, butchers, dealers in strong drinks, play actors,
dancers, acrobats, conjurors, professional bards, wrestlers, corpse
burners, casters out of rotten flowers, savages, wild men of the woods,
prostitutes, swingers and jumpers, and the slave girls of bullies—-
people of many countries.'1
It is a picture of a complex civilisation, and we know
. from other Buddhist writings and from monuments of the
first century a.d. that these walled cities were built four-
square, with a gatehouse at the centre of each wall; that
a moat surrounded them, with a bridge crossing it and
leading under the torana or arch of the gateway, into
a hall and thence into a customs house. Passing this the
traveller was free to go on his way into the city by one of
four main roads. As the great cities of the Dnwidians in
the south surround the temples, and follow their ground-
plan, so these Buddhist cities seem to follow the general
plan of the stupa with its toranas at each point of the com-
pass, and its pilgrim-ways leading to the central shrine.
The city in fact is a microcosm, representing the earth and
its four quarters, and so is the stupa.
That such a city as Ujjain> at the meeting of three great
trade-routes, had a continuous life from the time of
Chandragupta Maurya (fourth century b,c.) to that of the
Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Chang (seventh century a*d,),
indicates that the wars of invasion which continued inter-
mittently from Alexander to the Huns who broke up the
Guptan empire, left important parts of the country undis-
turbed. We know indeed that these invaders pressed one1
'another too hard to make tenure of even the northern and
central parts of India very secure. The Bactrians, for
example, were harassed by the Parthians and both by the
Greeks, and all in turn succumbed to the virile Sakas and
Yuetchi—Scythians and Huns whose migrations play so
great a part in the history of Asia, and indeed of the world,
* From T. W, Rhys Davids, Questions of King Mitind*> &&&» vota, XX XV-Vt,

